
 As extremely important as its role in the social and religious economy of Israel was concerned, the individual 
family is not to be viewed as the only model of God’s relationship with his people.  The vast  contribution and great 
impact of the Israelite family as a stabilizing force in Jewish society must be understood in its broader context of God’s 
relationship with his covenant people Israel.  From this perspective, the individual family is a microcosmic reflection of 
God’s relationship with the nation as a whole. Therefore, we easily find that the very categories the Lord God uses with 
respect to the individual family are also employed in his relationship with Israel.   To this end, he is not only their Maker 
and Redeemer but also their husband, Isa 54:5; Hos 2:7; cf. Isa 62:4-5.  He is a faithful husband whose divorce was 
(temporarily) caused by Israel’s sins, 50:1.   In spite of Israel’s marital unfaithfulness, her husband will mercifully 
reconcile her to himself in an eternal relationship.  This truth is most vividly displayed in chapters 16 and 23 of Ezekiel 
and in the poignant work of the prophet Hosea, part of whose testimony states, “"Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and 
bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to her. And there I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of 
Achor a door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, as at the time when she came out of the land 
of Egypt. "And in that day, declares the LORD, you will call me 'My Husband,' and no longer will you call me 'My Baal.'”  
2:14-16. 
 Inseparably related to the presence of a husband in the family is also that of the bridegroom.  Thus, the Lord 
also is Israel’s loving bridegroom who clothes her “with the garments of salvation [and] with the robe of righteousness, as 
a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.”  Isa 
61:10.  This bridegroom delights in his bride – indeed he has named her My Delight Is in Her – over whom he rejoices 
exceedingly, 62:4-5.  With great compassion, he calls his grieving and deserted wife back to himself, 54:6-7, although she 
had forsaken her first love, the love of her youth which was established when he redeemed her from Egypt and as he led 
her in her wilderness where she faithfully walked after him in holy obedience, Jer 2:2-3; Eze 16:22, 60; Hos 2:15.   
 Lastly, the completion of this family portrait is shown in the presence of children, the children of God.  In this 
unique relationship of the sovereign God with Israel, it is not surprising that his bride is also inevitably his children.  
[This dynamic is similarly portrayed in the New Covenant in which Christ’s church, his bride, is also portrayed as his 
brothers, cf. Jn 3:29; Rev 19:6-7; etc., with Heb 2:11-17; etc.].  The stubborn, unrepentant Pharaoh is to know very 
emphatically that Israel is God’s firstborn son whom he will triumphantly redeem from Egyptian captivity at the cost of 
all the firstborn in that land, Ex 4:22-23; 11:5.  The Lord God is a protective Father who fights for his people and who 
carries them with great tenderness and affection until they reach the Promised Land, Dt 1:30-31.  After redeeming his 
people from Egypt, the Lord establishes his covenant with them, Ex 20:1-17, requiring their full obedience.  Such 
covenant loyalty was required by and reflective of their redemptive status.  Israel was therefore to obey all the statutes, 
commandments and rules of the Lord, Dt 4:1 ff.; 5:1 ff.; 6:1-3, and to teach them diligently to their children of all 
generations, vv. 4-9, 20-25; etc.   Failure to obey God’s covenant requirements will surely result in his discipline for the 
Lord will discipline this son whom he loves as a man disciplines his own son; Dt 8:5; Pro 3:11-12; etc. In spite of his 
gracious and tender warnings, Israel’s persists in committing gross idolatry against her faithful covenant God who must 
satisfy the exigencies of his holiness by exiling her.  However, this discipline was not final for the Lord God will 
graciously gather his children from exile and restore them unto himself in the context of a new covenant whose 
conditions he monergistically fulfills on their behalf, Jer 31:31-34; Eze 36:22-31; etc.   
  
  
  

  

  

  

  

   
 


